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FOREWORD

BRIDGING FUTURES

H.E. Ahmed Al Shamsi

World Expos have always been more than
showcases of technology and design. They
are moments when nations come together,
share ideas and imagine the future.

For the United Arab Emirates and Japan,
this began in 1970, when Abu Dhabi
participated in Expo Osaka even before the
UAE’s independence. Since then, our two
nations have built a partnership grounded
in trust, shared values and cooperation.

Today, Japan remains a vital partner for the
UAE. This report, developed by the UAE
National Experts Program (NEP), highlights
major milestones in the partnership
between our two nations and celebrates
groundbreaking  collaborations  where
innovation, expertise, and vision converge.
It also showcases contributions from our
National Experts, who shed light on the
most pressing technological developments
shaping our future.

More than 400 Japanese companies and
thousands of Japanese citizens now call
the Emirates home. Emirati students and
experts engage with Japan across culture,
education and technology, mirroring
the deep ties between our societies.

These links have expanded into fields
including space, with Japan supporting
the launches of KhalifaSat and the Hope
Probe, alongside joint efforts in renewable
energy, smart cities and environmental
stewardship. The relationship deepened in
2022, when the UAE and Japan launched
the Comprehensive Strategic Partnership
Initiative (CSPI), a framework expanding
cooperation across  politics, trade,
innovation, education and security.

This shared work embodies the spirit
of Expo 2025: turning vision into reality.
The UAE Pavilion is a celebration of
collaboration, with the NEP underscoring
how a new generation can shape solutions
in sustainability, health and technology.

As visitors explore the UAE Pavilion,
we hope these stories inspire new
conversations, because the future we
design is always brightest when it is built
together.
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BRIDGING FUTURES

What is the NEP?

The National Experts Program (NEP) is a launchpad
for Emirati experts who strive to play a leading

role in the transformation of future growth sectors
aligned with the UAE’s national priorities.

Developed under the direction of His
Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, President of the UAE, it prepares
the next generation of technical experts
and thought specialists.

As custodian, His Highness Sheikh Theyab
bin Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
provides strategic guidance and leadership
to ensure NEP cultivates expertise and
innovation, underpinning a network
dedicated to sustainable growth.

A defining feature of NEP is mentorship.
Participants learn directly from senior UAE
government and business leaders, gaining
guidance, opportunities and insights on
how their expertise can serve the nation.
They also access world-class training and
gain the experience to drive the UAE’s
future across critical sectors.

Launched in 2019, NEP has developed
86 experts across four cohorts, with its
current edition, NEP 4.0, bringing together
25 participants focused on three National
Priority Journeys that advance the UAE’s
long-term vision. NEP experts have
contributed to national and international
stages, including COP27 and COP28,
through initiatives, white papers and other
projects that advance the growth of their
sector in the UAE.

NEP Alumni and Fellows have been
recognized with prestigious awards and
appointments, such as membership in the
Sustainability Experts Network.

Participants receive more than 200 hours of
training from global institutions, including
McGill University, INSEAD and Agile
Academy.

The curriculum builds on Henry Mintzberg’s
five managerial mindsets: Reflective,
Worldly, Collaborative, Analytical and
Action-Oriented.

The program is structured around five key
pillars:

1. ACADEMIC COURSEWORK
advanced training, structured
outcomes and certifications.

2. NATIONAL PRIORITY JOURNEYS
applying technical expertise in service
of the UAE National Agenda.

3. MENTORING & COACHING
one-on-one guidance by Emirati
leaders and professional coaches.

4. IMMERSIVE & COMMUNITY
ACTIVITIES
using technical expertise to
benefit local communities.

5. SECTOR NETWORKING
connecting with global and local
experts for lasting collaboration.
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NEP’s Five Mindsets

NEP follows a training approach founded by world-
renowned management guru Henry Mintzberg.
Each program module instills values and skills

aligned with one of five mindsets for lifelong learning.

National = Lipy
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Collaborative

Utilize influence, negotiation, and

cross-cultural, cross-generational

communication skills to cultivate
shared understanding

5.3

Analytical Worldly

Comprehend how
things work in
complex, global
systems to envision
new possibilities

Apply problem-solving
and idea generation
techniques to make
informed decisions

Mindsets

Reflective Action
Improve self-awareness Leverage agile project
and connect with personal management and individual
values to harness performance management
peak performance techniques to deliver

transformative results
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National Experts 1.0

ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

Aisha Harib

Chairwoman, Dubai Police

Innovation Council
Assistant Professor,
Dubai Police Academy

SUSTAINABILITY &
INFRASTRUCTURE

Abdulla Al Remeithi

Director - Environment Policy,
Regulation and Climate Change,

Environment Agency -
Abu Dhabi

SOCIAL
DEVELOPMENT

Abeer Alkhaja

Chief Studies Specialist,

Strategic and Corporate
Excellence Office,
Dubai Sports Council

T
)
|

i
Khalifa Al Suwaidi

Deputy Head of Mission, UAE

Embassy in Tel Aviv

Nour Al Mehairi

Dietetics and Nutrition Manager,

M42

BRIDGING FUTURES

Dr. Asma Fikri

Director of Government and
Corporate Partnerships, Sharjah
Research, Technology and
Innovation Park (SRTIP)

e

%

Khalifa AlHemeiri
Acting Vice President, Portfolio,
ADNOC Executive Office

g

Ahmed Al Mansoori
Head of Technical Products and
Data, Presidential Court

Khalifa BinHendi

Community and Policy Expert
Projects Manager, Prime
Minister’s Office, Ministry of
Cabinet Affairs

Shaikha AlKhayyat
Senior Project Manager, Abu
Dhabi Executive Office

€

Hadif Zamzam
Vice President of Government
Affairs, Mubadala

Dr. Afra Bin Touq
Family Medicine Specialist,
Dubai Health Authority

Mariam Almeraikhi
Co-Founder and CEO,
Ghame Consultancy

Mohamed Al Sharhan
Managing Director, World
Governments Summit
Organization

Mahmoud Adi
Co-founding Partner, Shorooq
Partners

-

H.E. Salwa Fadhel

Executive Director of
Government Operations Sector,
Abu Dhabi Executive Office

*

Joud Al Marar
Strategy Senior Specialist,
Abu Dhabi Executive Office

Mohammed Al Qassimi
NEP Expert in
Security Affairs

Yaqoob Al Shamsi

Acting Director of Data Strategy
and Intelligence, Statistics
Centre - Abu Dhabi

%=
=2

Khaled Al Remeithi
Director of Education Strategy
Development, Presidential Court

Noora Al Mualla
Director of Learning and
Research, Sharjah Art
Foundation
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National Experts 2.0

ECONOMIC i
DEVELOPMENT a

Ahlam Al Marzoogqi
Director of the Conformity
Affairs Department, Ministry
of Industry and Advanced
Technology

_—
s

Khalifa Al Qama
Head of Labs, Dubai Future
Foundation

Saif Al Ameri
Head of Guidance and Control,
Halcon

SUSTAINABILITY &
INFRASTRUCTURE

@l

Ali Alshimmari
Managing Director and CEO,
Global South Utilities (GSU)

SOCIAL
DEVELOPMENT

Afra Al Meheiri

Technical Clubs Development
Specialist, Abu Dhabi Sports
Council

Maisa Al Qassimi
NEP Expert in Culture and
Identity

BRIDGING FUTURES

=

Dr. Rashed Alghafri

Deputy Director General,
Forensic Sciences and
Criminology Department, Dubai
Police and Secretary General,
World Police Summit

5)

&

Moammar Al Marzooqi
Partnership Unit Head,
Department of Culture and
Tourism - Abu Dhabi

4!

r

Mohamed Almarzougqi
Senior Investment Manager,
Abu Dhabi Investment
Authority

Azza AlRaisi

Senior Specialist, Sustainability,
Abu Dhabi National Oil
Company (ADNOC)

3

Al Anood Al Abdool

Deputy Director of Development
and International Cooperation
Department, Ministry of Foreign
Affairs

8
L

Sara Alhashemi
Assistant Executive Director,
SARA Group Holdings

.

Dr. Salama Al Muhairi

Hazmat Research and
Development Section Manager,
The National Emergency Crisis
and Disasters Management
Authority

Taif Al Amiri
Director of Corporate Marketing,
Dubai Municipality

ba

Nouf Al Hamly

Science and Technology
Advisor to the Assistant Foreign
Minister for Advanced Sciences
and Technology

Omar Al Braiki
NEP Expert

in Energy and
Renewables

H.E. Asma Al Azri
Executive Director — Family
Cases Sector, Family Care
Authority — Abu Dhabi

—
=

Fahad Al Ameri

Executive Director, Development
and Humanitarian Affairs at the
UAE Presidential Court

 — S
>

-

Salem Al Shamsi Hassan Alnoon

Vice President of International CEO,
Relations, Dubai Chambers Ghisha Al

Fatima AlShamsi

Acting Director of Space Policy
and International Relations, UAE
Space Agency

Hajer Madhi
Strategy Manager, Statistics
Center Abu Dhabi

Sultan Al Junaibi
Director, Artificial Intelligence,
MGX

2

Kalthoom Ali
Lead of Education - Middle
East, Apple

&

Meera AlMheiri

Inspection Specialist, Federal
Authority for Nuclear Regulation
(FANR)
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Experts gm cdp 5
Program mm L _oll

National Experts 3.0

ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

)

Abdulla Alshehhi
Head of Strategic Research,
UAE Space Agency

SUSTAINABILITY &
INFRASTRUCTURE

)

Abdulla Al Haidan

Group Senior Manager,
Group Planning and Project
Management, DP World

SOCIAL
DEVELOPMENT

Eman Al Mughairy
Head of National Development
Programs, MBZUAI

Hareth Alhashmi
Founder and CEO, 2welv

BRIDGING FUTURES

)

Aisha Al Matrooshi
NEP Expert in Tourism and
Hospitality

=

Hamad Al Shehhi
Investment Manager, ADQ

Eng. Salama Alfalasi

Senior Programmer and
Chairwoman of Young
Leaders Council, Dubai Police
Headquarters

Talal Faris

Division Manager, Family and
Community Division, Abu Dhabi
Department of Community
Development

< &

&Y

H.E. Dr. Abdulla Al Shimmari Dr. Ameena Al-Sumaiti
Executive Director, National Associate Professor, Khalifa
Workforce Enablement Sector, University

Department of Government

Enablement — Abu Dhabi

il

Maitha Al Hameli
Section Head, Marine
Biodiversity Assessment and ADNOC
Conservation

Saood Al Noori
Head of Strategic Relations,

Fatima Al-Ali
Acting Director, M42 Contact
Centre

D

\ -

R
P Y

o

Waheeda Alhadhrami
Creative Industries Consultant

Full bios available on this link

I

Mohamed Tarmoom
Senior Associate, UAE
Investments Mubadala
Investment Company
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National Experts 4.0

ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

SUSTAINABILITY &
INFRASTRUCTURE

SOCIAL
DEVELOPMENT

E:\‘

Dr. Hamad AlKaabi
Head, Aerodynamics, Halcon

e

1

Khalid Al Nagbi
Vice President — Product and
Engineering, Space42

4

Sarah Lugman

Marketing Director, Creative
Media Authority

Pt
e

Ahmad Alsuwaidi
Director - Energy CAPEX,
Capital Projects, Emirates
Global Aluminium

Dr. Hind AlAmeri

Acting Section Head — Marine
Biodiversity Assessment &
Conservation, Environment
Agency - Abu Dhabi

P

Dr. Mohamed AlAmeri
Director, Genome and Biobank
Division, Department of Health
— Abu Dhabi

Nada Almarzooqi

Head of Section, Mohammed
Bin Rashid Al Maktoum Global
Initiatives

BRIDGING FUTURES
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Dr. Hoda Alkhzaimi

Associate Vice Provost of
Research Translation, Innovation
and Entrepreneurship, NYUAD

Marwah Fadhel
Project Manager, Abu Dhabi
Media Office

Capt. Eng. Mohamed Zainal
Head, Future Mobility Sciences
Section, Dubai Police

&

Eman Alsuwaidi
National Expert in Carbon
Market

©

Khulood Alawadi
Lecturer, Engineering Design,
NYUAD

e
A

Rawdha AlQubaisi

Head, Creative Projects Section,
National Projects Office,
Presidential Court

E.

Dr. Mohammad AlShamsi
Head, Firearms and Toolmarks
Section, Dubai Police

Mohammed Janahi
Director, Competition, Ministry
of Economy

Dr. Faisal AIMarzooqi
Associate Professor, Chemical
Engineering, Khalifa University

2

Maryam AlFalasi
Senior Sustainability Manager,
Majid Al Futtaim — Carrefour

Maitha Alkaabi
Expert in Foreign Affairs

Sumaya Al Hajeri

Strategic Vision Advisor,
Salama Bint Hamdan Al Nahyan
Foundation (SHF)

-

Faisal Al Hawi

Director - Al Factory,
Department of Government
Enablement (DGE)

Rawdha AlBalooshi

Senior Manager - Program
Management, Space and Cyber
Technologies Cluster, EDGE
Group

Mira Sultan

Senior Director, Digital Enabling
Platforms Department, Digital
Dubai Authority

Mohamed Alwahedi

Programs Manager, Department
of Community Development -
Abu Dhabi

21

Khaled Alnuaimi

Senior Project Manager, Office
of Minister of State for Al, Digital
Economy and Remote Work
Applications

E

-5

Saeed Aldhaheri
Chief Executive Officer —
Oumolat Security Printing LLC
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About this
Section

This section presents 17 landmark collaborations between
Japan and the UAE, where innovation and expertise
intersect to advance transformative projects.

Encompassing space exploration, renewable energy,
advanced robotics, and sustainable infrastructure,
these initiatives underscore the depth of a partnership
dedicated to shaping a shared future.

Each collaboration is documented with key details
and commentary from NEP Experts, providing insight
into its broader impact and significance.

Together, these accounts illustrate how two nations,
working in close cooperation, are translating
ambitious visions into enduring achievements.
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Strategic Security and
Defense Partnership

Japan and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) are
building a forward-looking security partnership.

In 2022, the Comprehensive Strategic Partnership
Initiative (CSPI) cemented this collaboration
which reflects a shared commitment to

regional stability and global peace.

High-level channels within the CSPI
framework, including the Defense and
Security Subcommittee, enable policy
alignment and exchange of expertise.
The formalization of this structure came
during H.H. Sheikh Khaled bin Mohamed Al
Nahyan’s 2022 visit to Tokyo, culminating
in a Joint Declaration that set the stage
for multifaceted cooperation, including
defense and security. Building on this
foundation, Prime Minister Kishida Fumio’s
visit to the UAE in July 2023 underscored
the deepening bond.

A Landmark Defense Agreement

In May 2023, Japan and the UAE signed
their first-ever Defense Equipment and
Technology Transfer Agreement in the
Middle East. Effective in 2024, the pact
enables joint development and production
of advanced defense technologies, linking
expertise and industrial capability while
ensuring careful controls over their use.

A Shared Vision for Innovation

Through CSPI's Defense and Security
Subcommittee, the two nations coordinate
strategies, exchange expertise, and
promote regional stability. As non-

permanent UN Security Council members
in 2023, they championed a rules-based
international order, emphasizing diplomacy
and multilateral cooperation.

Looking Ahead—Future

Collaboration Targets:

— Co-developing cutting-edge
defense technologies

— Integrating and exchanging
defense systems

— Strengthening regional
security and stability

— Expanding knowledge sharing
and strategic dialogue

A Bridge to a Safer, More Stable Future
By combining strategic vision with practical
cooperation, Japan and the UAE are
creating a resilient security partnership,
one that safeguards their nations and
contributes to peace and prosperity across
the region.

This partnership stands as a pillar of mutual
security, enabling both nations to address
emerging challenges together, while
strengthening the foundation for peace in
the years to come.

Dr. Mohammad Dr. Hamad
AlShamsi AlKaabi
Head, Firearms and Head,
Toolmarks Section, Aerodynamics,
Dubai Police Halcon
(NEP 4.0) (NEP 4.0)
SUMMARY TABLE:
Start Date

Joint Declaration signed
in September 2022

Key Milestones

Sep 2022 — CSPI Joint Declaration.

Sep 2023 - 1st CSPI Ministerial Meeting.
Apr 2025 - 2nd CSPI Ministerial Meeting.

Agreement Signed

25 May, 2023 in Abu Dhabi by
Ambassador Isomata Akio and Major
General Mubarak Saeed Ghafan Al Jabri.

Entry into Force
9 January, 2024

Key Objectives
Legal framework for transfer,
joint R&D, and production.
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Climate Change: Japan-UAE
Path to Net Zero with Joint
Crediting Mechanism

The Joint Crediting Mechanism between
Japan and the UAE to translate climate
ambitions into measurable outcomes.

Climate change is a global issue, for
effective action to be taken, nations
must work together. The Joint Crediting
Mechanism (JCM) between Japan and the
UAE is a clear example of how countries
can collaborate to create scalable solutions
to address climate change.

Launched during the G7 Ministers’ Meeting
on Climate, Energy and Environment in
Sapporo in April 2023, the JCM reflects the
deep commitment and strong relationship
between the UAE and Japan in addressing
climate change. The JCM reflects the
close interministerial coordination between
both the UAE and Japanese ministries to
establish trusted channels for dialogue and
technical exchanges. This collaborative
framework is paving the way for a bilateral
agreement that will translate shared climate
ambitions into measurable and tangible
outcomes.

A Framework for Change

The JCM is more than a memorandum. Its
framework enables the identification and
deployment of jointly credited projects
between Japan and the UAE. By adopting
a data-led approach, the mechanism

ensures transparency and accountability,
supporting both nations in their pursuit of
net-zero goals.

Sharing a Sustainable Vision

The JCM builds on a strong foundation of
collaboration and a shared commitment by
both nationstoadvancethe decarbonization
of their economies. Japan and the UAE
continue to demonstrate how their mutual
vision and partnership can accelerate
progress on global climate priorities.

A Bridge to a Greener Future

The UAE-Japan partnership demonstrates
how dialogue can evolve into action.
Through the JCM, both nations are
driving the creation of innovative, scalable
solutions that reduce greenhouse gas
emissions while fostering collaboration
across industries and borders.

Saood Al Noori
Head of Strategic
Relations, ADNOC
(NEP 3.0)

SUMMARY TABLE:

Collaboration
Joint Crediting Mechanism

Key Milestones
2023 - Signing of Joint Crediting Mechanism.

Agreement Signed

16 April, 2023 in Osaka by His Excellency
Mr. Nishimura Yasutoshi, Minister of
Economy, Trade and Industry, Japan, and
His Excellency Dr. Sultan Al Jaber, Minister
of Industry and Advanced Technology.

Entry into Force
16 April, 2023

Key Objectives
Joint framework to identify, deploy, and
measure scalable climate action solutions.
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Partnership Revolutionizes
Preventive Healthcare

The partnership between Cleveland Clinic
Abu Dhabi and Toshiba to build the Middle
East’s first heavy-ion therapy facility.

This cutting-edge cancer treatment center,
scheduled to begin construction in 2026,
will use robotic-like precision technologies,
including compact rotating gantries and
superconducting magnets, to deliver ultra-
targeted therapies. With only 15 such
centers worldwide, this facility positions
the UAE at the forefront of global oncology
services  while  demonstrating  how
collaboration between the UAE and Japan
can accelerate medical innovation.

A First for the Middle East

This partnership between the UAE
and Japan represents one of the most
promising collaborations in  modern
healthcare technology, and the first of its
kind in the Middle East. By combining the
UAE’s ambitious genomic initiatives with
Japan’s world-renowned expertise in Al
and robotics, both nations are pioneering
a revolutionary approach to preventive
medicine that could transform global
healthcare.

Groundbreaking Genome Research

At the heart of this collaboration lies the
UAE’s groundbreaking Emirati Genome
Program, which has sequenced over
800,000 genomes, making it one of the
world’s most comprehensive national
genomic databases. This massive dataset
provides the foundation for developing
Al-powered predictive models that can
identify health risks before diseases
manifest. Japanese Al technology, refined
through decades of experience addressing
challenges from the country’s aging
population, is the ideal complement to this
genomic treasure trove.

Advances in Personalized Medicine

The fusion of these capabilities creates
unprecedented opportunities for
personalized healthcare. Advanced
algorithms could analyze genetic markers
alongside lifestyle and clinical data
to predict an individual’s likelihood of
developing diabetes, cardiovascular
conditions, or rare genetic disorders years
before symptoms appear.

This predictive power enables earlier
interventions that can save lives and
significantly reduce long-term healthcare
costs.

From Prevention to Recovery

Japan’s leadership in robotics and assistive
technologies adds another dimension to
this partnership. The country has developed
sophisticated social robots, exoskeletons,
and precision medical devices specifically
designed for elderly care. When combined
with the UAE’s smart hospital systems and
genomic insights, these technologies can
create comprehensive care ecosystems to
support patients from prevention through
treatment and recovery.

Creating a Global Benchmark

Beyond immediate benefits to both nations,
this UAE-Japan collaboration establishes a
global benchmark for technology-enabled
healthcare transformation.

By demonstrating how genomic data, Al,
and robotic systems can work together
seamlessly, the partnership offers a
roadmap for other countries seeking to
modernize their healthcare systems.

Fatima Al-Ali

Contact Centre
(NEP 3.0)

The initiative aligns perfectly with the
World Expo 2025 theme of “Designing
Future Society for Our Lives”, showcasing
how cross-border scientific cooperation
can address humanity’s greatest health
challenges while inspiring a new generation of
preventive medicine innovations worldwide.

SUMMARY TABLE:

Key Milestones

2018 — UAE-Japan Strategic Partnership
Agreement announced.

2019 — UAE Department of Health
launches Genome Program.

2022 - Strategic partnership launched.
2023 - UAE and Japan sign 23 MoUs,
including technology.

2025 - Heavy-ion therapy facility
announcement.

2026 — Due to begin operations.

Japanese Counterparts
Toshiba Energy Systems &
Solutions Corporation.

UAE Counterparts
M42 and Cleveland Clinic Abu Dhabi

Key Objectives

To treat cancer patients in Abu Dhabi
with the UAE’s first heavy-ion therapy
facility. Key benefits include shorter, less
frequent treatment sessions, significantly
reducing the overall burden on patients.

Acting Director, M42
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Clean Energy and
Hydrogen Partnership

The Coordination Scheme for Advanced Technology
(JU-CAT), designed to foster joint efforts in
energy, innovation, and industrial solutions.

As the UAE and Japan accelerate progress
toward net-zero commitments, both
countries are cooperating on clean energy,
with a focus on green hydrogen, solar
power, and low-carbon ammonia.

The two nations share a deep commitment
to decarbonization. At the center of
their collaboration is the Japan-UAE
Coordination Scheme for Advanced
Technology (JU-CAT), which is designed
to foster joint efforts in energy, innovation,
and industrial solutions.

The Cornerstones of Clean-
Tech Cooperation
Some key areas of collaboration include:

— Strengthening joint research and
development and technological
coordination in clean energy

— Building robust clean energy
and ammonia supply chains

— Accelerating the development of green
and blue hydrogen, solar power, and
sustainable energy infrastructure

— Supporting mutual climate goals
through innovation, investment,
and strategic industrial projects.

Advancing Progress Through

Strategic Alliances

Major energy players in both countries
are contributing their individual strengths
and expertise to partnerships forged to
advance these aims.

The Abu Dhabi National Oil Company
(ADNOC) and JERA, Japan'’s largest power
generation company, are working to build

secure, low-carbon supply chains between
the UAE and Japan and have developed a
blueprint for the production and transport
of clean hydrogen and ammonia.

A joint agreement between ADNOC, JERA,
Japanese energy company INPEX, and
the Japanese government’s Organization
for Metals and Energy Security (JOGMECQC)
complements this effort. The partners will
study the development of blue ammonia
for export, leveraging ammonia’s potential
as a low-carbon hydrogen carrier and
supporting the UAE’s plans to become a
major producer and exporter of hydrogen.

Meanwhile, Japan-based general trading
company Mitsui & Co., and ADNOC
specialty chemical company TAZIZ,
have started constructing a large-scale
ammonia plant in Al Ruwais, UAE. From
2027, the plant is expected to deliver 1
million tons of ammonia per year to Japan
and other Asian markets while using carbon
capture and storage technology to reduce
CO2 emissions compared to traditional
ammonia.

A Beacon of Cross-Border Collaboration
Japan and the UAE are translating climate
ambitions into real-world outcomes by
aligning national strategies and deploying
high-impact partnerships.

For Japan, importing low-carbon hydrogen
and ammonia supports its carbon-neutral
energy strategy, while the UAE is leveraging
its resources and expertise to supply clean
fuels at scale.
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Abdulla Al Remeithi
Director -
Environment Policy,
Regulation and
Climate Change,
Environment Agency
- Abu Dhabi

(NEP 1.0)
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By leveraging cross-border expertise
in sustainability, energy resilience, and
industrial leadership, the collaboration
stands as a model for energy diplomacy.

SUMMARY TABLE: D,

Key Milestones

July 2021 - First Memorandum of
Cooperation on hydrogen signed (expanded
during the July 2023 leaders’ summit).
2021 — ADNOC and Mitsui & Co.
partner with TA’ZIZ to develop a
large-scale blue ammonia facility.
July 2023 - ADNOC and JERA

agree on blueprint for low-carbon
hydrogen production.

2027 - Projected start of ammonia
delivery from the new Ruwais plant.

Agreement Signed
Memorandum of Cooperation
on Hydrogen, July 2021

HYD

Entry into Force
July 2023

Japanese Counterparts
JERA, INPEX, JOGMEC, Mitsui & Co.

UAE Counterparts
ADNOC, TA'ZIZ

Key Objectives
Joint R&D, technological collaboration,
supporting mutual climate goals.
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Innovation Partnership
Powering Tech Startups

The Japan-UAE Coordination Scheme for
Advanced Technology (JU-CAT) pairing
Japanese start-ups with UAE investors.

In 2023, Japan and the UAE launched the
Japan-UAE Innovation Partnership (JUIP)
to accelerate collaboration in advanced
technology, energy, and critical industries.
The strategic initiative was announced
by then-Japanese Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida alongside UAE leadership,
representing a new model of bilateral
cooperation built around three central
pillars.

Connecting Startups with Investors

The first pillar, the Japan—-UAE Coordination
Scheme for Advanced Technology (JU-
CAT), aims to link Japanese startups with
UAE investors to enable collaboration in
decarbonization, advanced manufacturing,
and talent development.

Early partnerships highlight its potential:
Japanese firms Tsubame BHB, which
specializes in clean ammonia synthesis,
and JEPLAN, a leader in chemical recycling,
have already made tangible progress in
aligning their technologies with the UAE’s
industrial needs.

Energy Security and Climate Leadership
The second pillar, the Energy Security
& Industry  Accelerator, formalizes
cooperation between Japan’s Ministry of
Economy, Trade and Industry (METI) and the
UAE’s Ministry of Industry and Advanced
Technology (MolAT). Its focus is on ensuring
reliable energy supplies and boosting

industrial collaboration in key areas such
as hydrogen, ammonia, renewable energy,
and energy conservation. It also prioritizes
climate strategies tied to the COP28 United
Nations Climate Change Conference, which
the UAE hosted in 2023 and where, for the
first time, countries agreed to “transition
away from fossil fuels”.

Strengthening Semiconductor

and Battery Supply Chains

The third pillar targets a pressing industrial
issue: reinforcing supply chain resilience in
sectors critical to sustainable and secure
energy. Cooperation on the Semiconductor
and Battery Industries establishes a
consultative platform to encourage UAE
investment—particularly from Abu Dhabi
investment fund Mubadala—into Japanese
semiconductor and battery projects.

Leveraging Complementary Strengths
The three pillars of JUIP build on the
strengths of both countries, with Japan
contributing deep technological expertise
and advanced energy R&D, and the
UAE drawing on a forward-looking
industrialization  strategy, substantial
investment capacity, and a global
leadership role in climate diplomacy.

By institutionalizing innovation
collaboration, Japan and the UAE are
not only deepening ties but positioning
themselves as joint leaders in shaping

Aisha Harib
Chairwoman,
Dubai Police

Dubai Police
Academy
(NEP 1.0)

the future of sustainable industry and
technology. As JUIP continues to evolve,
its impact is set to extend far beyond
diplomacy—into tangible industrial,
environmental, and economic gains.

SUMMARY TABLE:

Collaboration
Japan-UAE Innovation Partnership (JUIP)

Key Milestones

2023 - Japan-UAE Coordination Scheme
for Advanced Technology (JU-CAT)
established.

2023 - Energy Security & Industry
Accelerator.

2023 - Cooperation on the
Semiconductor and Battery Industries.

Agreement Signed
July 2023

Japanese Counterparts
Tsubame BHB, JEPLAN, Ministry of
Economy, Trade and Industry (METI)

UAE Counterparts
Ministry of Industry and Advanced
Technology (MolAT)

Key Objectives
Joint R&D, technological collaboration,
supporting mutual climate goals.
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Aquaculture: Japan-UAE
Partnership Revolutionizing

Fish Farming

Collaboration to adapt Japan’s
advanced aquaculture techniques to
the unique conditions of the UAE.

In the heart of the Arabian Desert, where
temperatures soar above 40°C and water is
scarce, the Sheikh Khalifa Marine Research
Center represents an extraordinary
partnership transforming food security. This
UAE-Japan collaboration in aquaculture
is a powerful fusion of desert innovation
and maritime expertise, creating solutions
that could feed the world while protecting
marine ecosystems.

From Vision to Reality

Since 2019, Khalifa University has partnered
with the Institute of Energy Economics,
Japan (IEEJ), working through Kindai
University—a global pioneer in aquaculture
innovation. This partnership emerged from
a simple yet profound recognition: while
the UAE faces the challenge of feeding a
population that consumes 220,000 tons
of fish annually in one of the world’s most
water-scarce environments, Japan has
spent over five decades mastering the
art of sustainable fish farming, including
achieving the world’s first fully farm-raised
Pacific bluefin tuna.

Kindai University has been a global
pioneer in this field since 1970, famously
spending 32 years to perfect the full-
cycle aquaculture of bluefin tuna—a
breakthrough that created a sustainable
alternative to depleting wild stocks.

Desert Meets Ocean Innovation

The Japan-UAE collaboration focuses on
adapting Japan’s advanced aquaculture
techniques to the unique conditions of the
UAE. This includes developing sustainable

feed systems, implementing renewable
energy integration, and creating water-
recycling technologies that are crucial for
desert aquaculture. The partnership has
already yielded remarkable results, with the
UAE establishing state-of-the-art facilities
like the Sheikh Khalifa Marine Research
Center, which has the capacity to produce
nearly 30 million fish fingerlings annually.

Japanese expertise in Al and robotics adds
another dimension, with Kindai University’s
Al-powered fish sorting systems now
being adapted for UAE facilities. The
groundbreaking Dalma Fish Project, for
instance, became the first aquaculture
operation in the Middle East to implement
an Al management system.

Global Impact and Future Horizons

This partnership extends beyond bilateral
benefits, creating practical models that
can be scaled across the Middle East and
beyond. As global demand for sustainable
seafood grows, this collaboration offers
a blueprint for responsible aquaculture
that preserves marine biodiversity while
ensuring food security.

At Expo 2025 Osaka, visitors can witness
the fruits of this collaboration firsthand at
Kindai University’s aquaculture restaurant,
showcasing  fully  farm-raised fish
alongside sustainable technologies that
are transforming global food systems. This
partnership redefines what’s possible for
the future of food—bridging land and sea to
create solutions that are both sustainable
and scalable.

Dr. Faisal
AlMarzooqi
Associate
Professor, Chemical
Engineering, Khalifa
University

(NEP 4.0)

SUMMARY TABLE:

Collaboration
Sheikh Khalifa Marine Research Center

Key Milestones

2019 - MoU signed 13 January, 2019,
between Khalifa University and the
Institute of Energy Economics, Japan
(IEEJ).

2021 - Sheikh Khalifa Marine Research
Center produces 600,000 fish fingerlings.
2025 - Dalma Al-powered fish farm
launches.

2025 - Kindai restaurant opens

at Expo 2025 Osaka.

Agreement Signed
13 January, 2019

Japanese Counterparts

Institute of Energy Economics, Japan
(IEEJ)

Kindai University

UAE Counterparts
Khalifa University

Key Objectives

Develop sustainable aquaculture suitable
for UAE conditions.

Establish UAE as regional hub for
sustainable seafood innovation.

Build capacity through researcher
exchange programs.
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Sustainable Development: Japan—-UAE
Partnership for Green Infrastructure with
the Global South

How a $3 billion financing framework is
kickstarting essential green infrastructure
and utilities in the Global South.

The UAE and Japan are expanding their
strategic partnership into a global force
for sustainable development. This vision
combines Japan’s strategic frameworks,
like the Asia Zero Emission Community
(AZEC), with the UAE’s investment
leadership through entities like Masdar
and Global South Utilities (GSU), creating
a new model for building the essential
infrastructure that underpins green growth
in Asia and Africa.

A Landmark Framework for Investment

The cornerstone of this initiative is the 2024
green financing framework between the
Japan Bank for International Cooperation
(JBIC) and the Abu Dhabi National Oil
Company (ADNOC). Offering a $3 billion
credit line, this instrument is designed

the infrastructure, technology, and finance
sectors to identify investment opportunities
across the African continent. Experts from
the ADNOC Group, including Masdar, were
joined by leaders from 15 leading Japanese
companies and the African Finance
Corporation to discuss how targeted
investment can shape Africa’s sustainable
future, focusing on foundational utilities
and green infrastructure.

A Shared Vision for Global Growth

This collaboration powerfully aligns with
the strategic goals of both nations. For the
UAE, it projects its leadership in sustainable
development globally, building on a strong
track record of international investment.
For Japan, it helps ensure resilient and
sustainable supply chains while supporting

Ali Alshimmari
\( Managing Director
_ and CEO, Global

\‘ South Utilities (GSU)
2" (NEP 2.0)

SUMMARY TABLE:

Collaboration
Japan-UAE Partnership in
Green Infrastructure

Key Milestones

2024 - JBIC-ADNOC green financing
framework, offering a USD3 billion credit
line.

2025 - Landmark workshop convening
leaders from the UAE, Japan, and Africa.

Agreement Signed
July 2024

Japanese Counterparts
Japan Bank for International

to mobilize capital for critical green theinfrastructure development essential for Cooperation (JBIC)

infrastructure projects—from clean water green growth in partner nations. Together,

and sanitation systems to sustainable they are not just financing projects; they are UAE Counterparts

transport and resilient utility networks. building a legacy of stability and climate ADNOC Group.
resilience.

From Framework to Action: Key Objectives
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The Dubai Workshop

In July 2025, the partnership was put into
action at a landmark workshop in Dubai.
The event convened leaders from across

Capital mobilization, institutional synergy,

and regional impact to transform :
bilateral energy partnership into a \'F Tl SRRV Bl 1) L ) .9 i e 3
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Carbon Market Financing:
Japan-UAE Joint Crediting

Mechanism

The Joint Crediting Mechanism (JCM) serves as
an early operational tool aligned with Article 6 of
the Paris Agreement, facilitating the development
of robust international carbon markets.

Addressing climate change requires
unprecedented global cooperation, with
countries worldwide working together to
align their goals and accelerate action
under the Paris Agreement. Among
these collective efforts, Japan and the
UAE have joined forces under the Joint
Crediting Mechanism (JCM)—part of
Japan’s wider collaboration with multiple
nations—to advance low-carbon projects
and share emission-reduction credits,
operationalizing Article 6 to support
stronger international climate action

UAE-Japan signed the MoC for the Joint
Crediting Mechanism (JCM), in 2023,
to facilitate low-carbon projects in the
UAE while sharing emission reduction
credits between both countries as they
operationalize Article 6 of the Paris
Agreement.

Accelerating and Evolving

Following the initial agreement, momentum
accelerated in 2025 after COP29 when
countries around the world finalized rules
governing Articles 6.2 and 6.4 of the
Agreement. Japan officially designated the
JCM as its cooperative approach to align
with the new UN framework.

This process will allow the UAE and Japan
to work together on projects to generate
International Transferable Mitigation
Outcomes (ITMOs), which are recognized
under Paris mechanisms after UAE’s
finalized its national arrangement and
launches its carbon registry.

A Partnership to Drive Change

The partnership delivers mutual benefits
by accelerating emissions reductions
and opening access to international
carbon finance. For the UAE, it offers the
opportunity to leverage Japan’s advanced
technologies across key sectors to drive
its low-carbon transition, while Japan
gains high-quality carbon credits and
strengthens its role in shaping transparent
and credible international carbon markets.

Setting the Pace

Global climate goals demand collective
action, and bilateral partnerships are key
to turning ambition into results. Japan
launched the Joint Crediting Mechanism
(JCM) with several early partners, and
the UAE joined two years ago as part of
this broader effort. While projects under
the UAE-Japan JCM have yet to begin,
the framework provides a clear pathway
for translating Article 6 commitments into
measurable and impactful outcomes.

Eman Alsuwaidi
National Expert in
Carbon Market
(NEP 4.0)

SUMMARY TABLE:

Collaboration
Japan-UAE Joint Crediting
Mechanism under Article 6

Key Milestones

20283 - JCM launched through a
Memorandum of Cooperation.

2025 - Japan officially designates the JCM
as its Article 6 cooperative approach.

Agreement Signed
April 2023

Japanese Counterparts
Japan Ministry of the Environment

UAE Counterparts
UAE Ministry of Climate
Change and Environment

Key Objectives
Market readiness, technology deployment,
finance flows, global leadership.
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Deep Bilateral Ties:
50 Years of Collaboration

The Comprehensive Strategic Partnership:
A framework to deepen bilateral cooperation.

Over more than five decades, the
relationship between the UAE and Japan
has evolved into the multi-dimensional
alliance it represents today. Both nations
regard their ties as a cornerstone of
cooperation in the Middle East and Asia,
spanning diplomacy, energy, culture, and
technology.

The Groundwork for Collaboration

The partnership formally began in the 1970s,
when the first diplomatic missions created
the framework for official engagement. In
the late 1970s and early 1980s, the opening
of the first Japanese schools in the UAE
provided dedicated education for Japanese
children and marked a new phase in the
countries’ relations. In 1983, one of the
earliest high-level exchanges between
the countries took place, when UAE Vice
President and Prime Minister Sheikh
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum—then
UAE Minister of Defense—visited Japan,
deepening bilateral ties.

High-level events in subsequent
decades saw the forging of long-lasting
collaboration. This included a series of
official visits by then Japanese Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe to the UAE, during
which he and Sheikh Mohammed bin
Rashid Al Maktoum continued discussions
on advancing economic, technological and
diplomatic relations.

Into the 2020s, the two countries celebrated
the 50th anniversary of their relationship,
marking the milestone with cultural and

educational events. This included Japanese
participation in Dubai Expo 2020, where the
Japan Pavilion emphasized the historical
and future importance of cross-cultural
exchange and innovation.

Mutual Support in

Development and Growth

During the course of their relationship,
the UAE and Japan have provided vital
support for each other’s national priorities.
Japan has contributed engineering and
technology expertise to some of the UAE’s
landmark infrastructure projects, including
the development of the technologically
advanced Jebel Ali Port and the Burj
Khalifa skyscraper. Japanese engineering
was also crucial to the development and
construction of the Dubai metro, the
region’s first fully automated mass transit
system. The UAE, meanwhile, has been a
trusted supplier of energy to Japan, playing
a vital role in fueling the country’s industrial
and economic growth.

A Deep Commitment to Shared Goals
With the signing of a Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership in 2022—a
framework designed to guide collaboration
in trade, technology, energy, space, and
education—the relationship matured. In
2025, Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum reaffirmed the commitment to
shared goals during a visit to the Expo 2025
Osaka exhibition in Japan.

Khalifa BinHendi
Community and
Policy Expert
Projects Manager,
Prime Minister’s
Office, Ministry of
Cabinet Affairs
(NEP 1.0)

Looking to the Next 50 Years

With a trusted relationship firmly
established, both countries are looking to
the future. Ambitions include strengthening
human capital through education and
youth exchanges, advancing sustainable
development, and expanding cultural
dialogue. Joint initiatives in space
exploration, technology, and environmental
stewardship are expected to shape the
next phase of cooperation—and continue
to build a legacy for generations to come.

SUMMARY TABLE:

Collaboration
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership

Key Milestones

1971 — Japan among the first countries to
recognize UAE as an independent state.
1972 - Diplomatic relations between UAE
and Japan begin.

1990s-2010s - Bilateral relations
strengthened through high-level visits.
2022 - 50-year anniversary of diplomatic
relations. Joint statement expressing
shared commitment to cooperation.
2022 — Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership signed.

Key Objectives
Economic partnership, strategic
relations, advancing shared goals.
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The Creative Pillar: How Pop Culture

Powers the Japan—-UAE Strategic

Partnership

Showcasing the power of creative exchange,
the Japanese Village at MEFCC fosters
authentic connections and drives cultural
innovation between the UAE and Japan.

At the vibrant intersection of Asia and
the Middle East, the UAE and Japan are
redefining diplomacy through creativity.
From anime to traditional arts, pop culture
has become a powerful bridge between
the two nations, playing a central role in
the Comprehensive Strategic Partnership
Initiative launched in 2022. The Japanese
Village at the Middle East Film & Comic
Con (MEFCC) captures this spirit, blending
heritage and innovation to spark curiosity,
friendship and collaboration.

An Immersive Gateway to Japan

The Japanese Village first debuted at
MEFCC 2019, quickly establishing itself as
a highlight of the region’s biggest popular
culture festival. Held annually, MEFCC
brings tens of thousands of fans and
industry leaders to the UAE to celebrate
comics, film, and global creative culture.
Within this dynamic setting, the Japanese
Village stands out for its depth and
authenticity.

Visitors step through striking red torii
gates into an environment where tradition
meets innovation. Guests can take part in
tea ceremonies, calligraphy, and origami
workshops, or learn about traditional dress.
Alongside performances inspired by arts
like Kabuki theatre, younger audiences
flock to anime screenings, manga zones,
and cosplay showcases. By appealing
across generations, the Village offers
a living window into Japan’s past and
present, allowing Emiratis and international
visitors to experience the culture not as
observers, but as active participants.

Strengthening Bilateral Friendship
Supported by the Embassy of Japan in the
UAE and Japanese cultural institutions,
the Village is a powerful example of
cultural diplomacy in action. In 2022, it
played a special role in marking the 50th
anniversary of UAE-Japan diplomatic ties.
This celebration reinforced how creative
exchange provides a vital foundation for
the strategic partnership, complementing
traditional pillars like energy, trade, and
technology.

The Japanese Village demonstrates how
cultural showcases foster lasting bonds.
It welcomes schoolchildren on field trips,
entertains families and hosts industry
figures exploring new opportunities—
effectively building bridges between people
and creative economies.

Looking Ahead: Building on Success
The story continues with the forthcoming
MEFCC, set for April 2026 at ADNEC in
Abu Dhabi. Building on record-breaking
attendance in 2025, the Japanese
Village is poised to evolve with expanded
workshops, new performances and deeper
collaborations.

As Japan hosts the world for Expo 2025
Osaka and the UAE continues to grow
as a cultural hub for the Middle East, the
Japanese Village at MEFCC stands as
a living model of partnership—a place
where imagination creates connection and
creativity strengthens a forward-looking
friendship.

AR\

I Mariam Almeraikhi
A \ Ghame Consultancy
(NEP 1.0)

SUMMARY TABLE:

Collaboration
The Japanese Village at MEFCC

Key Milestones

2019 - Japanese Village launched at
MEFCC.

2022 - 50-year anniversary of diplomatic
relations—special cultural showcases.
2022 - Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership Initiative launched.

2025 - Record-breaking MEFCC.

2026 — Expanded Japanese

Village planned.

Key Objectives

Cultural exchange and diplomacy;
strengthening creative and
economic partnerships; advancing
mutual cooperation.

Co-Founder and CEO,
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The Architecture of Experience:

A Japan-UAE Vision for
Immersive Creativity

How the UAE and Japan are creating
Phenomena, taking the spirit of
immersive media into the future.

What if media were not a static object, but
a living experience? Rising in Abu Dhabi’s
Saadiyat Cultural District, Phenomena Abu
Dhabi opened its doors on 18 April 2025 as
a landmark born of a shared UAE-Japan
vision. It unites the UAE’s ambition to
lead in cultural and digital innovation with
Tokyo’s celebrated art collective, teamLab,
renowned for reinventing art through
immersive, interactive worlds. Spanning
17,000m2, this new institution serves as a
“home for infinite curiosity”, where living
environments respond and transform
through the presence of visitors.

A Legacy of Innovation

This immersive philosophy builds upon
Japan’s long history as a pioneer of
experiential architecture for World Expos.
Since the Meiji era—beginning with
Japan’s debut at the 1873 Vienna Expo—
its pavilions have challenged convention
by creating holistic environments that
conveyed a distinctive national aesthetic.
The approach was exemplified at Expo ‘70
in Osaka, where Kenzd Tange’s Festival
Plaza redefined exhibition space: not a
building, but a dynamic ‘event space’
that connected people, performance and
technology.

A Synergy of Vision and Technology
teamLab’s philosophy of “environmental
phenomena”—where immersive media is
generated in real-time by environmental
forces and human presence—requires
not only artistic vision, but cutting-edge
technological systems. Abu Dhabi has
strategically cultivated its role as a global
culture leader. Supported by ambitious
national digital and cultural initiatives, the
Saadiyat Cultural District has become a
platform for projects that redefine what an
architectural-scale museum can be.

From Temporary Marvel

to Permanent Home

World Expo pavilions are, by design,
temporary marvels. With  teamlLab
Phenomena Abu Dhabi, the UAE and Japan
extend that immersive Expo spirit into a
lasting institution. In doing so, they shift
cultural exchange from the model of display
toward co-creation— establishing not just
exhibitions, but landmarks that embody
shared innovation across borders.

Marwah Fadhel
Project Manager,
Abu Dhabi Media
Office

(NEP 4.0)

SUMMARY TABLE:

Collaboration
teamLab Phenomena Abu Dhabi: A
UAE-Japan Immersive Art Landmark

Start Date
April 2025: Official opening in Abu
Dhabi’s Saadiyat Cultural District

Key milestones

1873 - First official Japan pavilion (Vienna).
March 1970 — Expo Osaka (Japan’s

first hosting and a global innovation

in experiential design).

Japanese Counterparts
teamLab (Tokyo-based
International Art Collective)

UAE Counterparts
Department of Culture and Tourism
Abu Dhabi (DCT Abu Dhabi)

Key Objectives

To evolve cultural diplomacy from temporary
exhibitions to permanent institutions;

to co-create a global landmark for
immersive art; and to position Abu Dhabi

as a leading hub for innovation at the
intersection of art, technology and culture.
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Bilateral Dialogue: Aligning
Japan-UAE Innovation

Diplomatic action for the Japan-
UAE innovation partnership.

Japan and the UAE are connecting
technological innovation with strategic
priorities  through a  transformative
framework for bilateral collaboration—the
Japan-UAE Innovation Partnership (JUIP).

Launched in 2023, the collaboration is
built on three strategic pillars—focusing
on advanced technology, energy security
and industry, and the semiconductor
and battery sectors—each of which tie
Japanese innovation capabilities to UAE
strategic diversification goals.

Ensuring Innovation Supports

National Goals

JUIP’s initiatives are aligned with the UAE’s
diplomatic frameworks under the broader
Comprehensive  Strategic  Partnership
Initiative (CSPI), through which the UAE
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (UAE MOFA)
conducts regular bilateral dialogues with
Japan. The innovation discussions held
via the CSPI ensure that technological
collaborations serve broader strategic
objectives, positioning both nations as
leaders in critical technology sectors.

An Enabling Environment

for Cooperation

Examples of such discussions include in
May 2023, when UAE MOFA, represented
by Assistant Minister Lana Zaki Nusseibeh,
and Japan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs
held a subcommittee to explore deeper
collaboration in trade, energy technology,
food security, research and development,

and preparation for the COP28 United
Nations Climate Change Conference held
in Dubai later that year. These discussions
demonstrated how diplomatic coordination
can create the enabling environment for
innovation partnerships, such as those that
fall under JUIP.

Advancing Collaborations,

from Tech to Energy

In September2023, the First Ministerial Level
Meeting of the CSPI took place. Japan’s
then Foreign Minister Yoko Kamikawa
welcomed Dr. Sultan Al Jaber, the UAE’s
Special Envoy to Japan and Minister of
Industry & Advanced Technology, to Tokyo
to discuss energy cooperation, COP28, and
the advancement of JUIP. The countries
also covered how they could cooperate on
realizing the Global Green Energy Hub, a
concept to make the Middle East region a
hub for clean energy and decarbonization
initiatives. At the Second Ministerial Level
Meeting in April 2025, both nations noted
the progress of cooperation in fields
including the energy sector and advanced
technology.

From strengthening energy security
to cooperating on decarbonization
technologies that will accelerate the energy
transition, this structured diplomatic
approach  ensures that innovative
partnerships continue to evolve in line with
national strategies, shared ambitions, and
global priorities.

Nouf Al Hamly
Science and
Technology Advisor
to the Assistant
Foreign Minister for
Advanced Sciences
and Technology
(NEP 2.0)

SUMMARY TABLE:

Collaboration

Japan-UAE Innovation Partnership
(JUIP) / Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership Initiative (CSPI)

Key Milestones

April 2018 — CSPI framework launched
September 2022 - Joint Declaration on the
Implementation of CSPI signed.

July 2023 - JUIP launches.

September 2023 - First Ministerial Level
Meeting of the CSPI.

April 2025 — Second Ministerial

Level Meeting of the CSPI.

Japanese Counterparts
Japan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs

UAE Counterparts
UAE Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Key Objectives

Accelerate Japanese technology
deployment in UAE markets; position
UAE as regional innovation hub;
advance bilateral climate cooperation.
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Innovation Meets Investment:
The Japan-UAE Blueprint for

Energy Growth

Fusing Japanese innovation with UAE
investment to drive the next wave of
global clean energy expansion.

The UAE’s hosting of COP28 in 2023
marked a pivotal moment for its strategic
partnership with Japan, establishing new
global frameworks to address the worldwide
energy expansion required to meet surging
demand from Al, data centers, and digital
infrastructure. This collaboration has
evolved beyond traditional energy trade to
position both nations at the forefront of this
new energy era.

Deepening Energy

Technology Partnership

Since establishing the Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership Initiative (CSPI) in
September 2022, the UAE and Japan have
forged a comprehensive energy technology
alliance. The Japan-UAE Coordination
Scheme for Advanced Technology (JU-
CAT), launched in January 2023, connects
Japanese clean-tech startups with UAE
investors and targets the intersection of
energy and digital technologies.

The diplomatic success of COP28,
particularly the UAE Consensus, created
a new framework for international energy
cooperation. This established the UAE
and Japan as leaders in multilateral
climate solutions, balancing environmental
ambitions with economic pragmatism.

Energy Addition to Meet Future Demand
Both nations are strategically broadening
their energy investments to meet the
unprecedented electricity demand surge
driven by Al and digital infrastructure. The
International Energy Agency projects that
global data center electricity consumption
will reach 945 terawatt-hours by 2030—
equivalent to Japan’s entire current
electricity demand.

This surge reflects a fundamental shift
in global energy markets toward “energy
addition” rather than substitution. The UAE
and Japan recognize that the next wave
of energy demand from Al processing,
electrified  transport, and industrial
digitalization requires substantial new clean
electricity generation capacity. Renewable
energy, battery storage, and smarter grid
technologies therefore represent essential
drivers of economic competitiveness rather
than merely environmental tools.

A Diversified Strategy for

a Secure Future

To meet this challenge, the partnership is
pursuing a diversified strategy. In clean
power, the UAE’s Masdar is developing
a $6 billion, 5.2-gigawatt solar project
with battery storage to deliver the world’s
first utility-scale 24/7 renewable facility.
Simultaneously, Japan’s “Watt-Bit
Collaboration” initiative is pioneering the
co-location of data centers with clean
energy projects and mandating new
efficiency standards.

Recognizing the need for a stable transition,
traditional energy cooperation also remains
robust. ADNOC’s 15-year LNG supply
agreement with Mitsui & Co. and its delivery
of certified low-carbon ammonia for the
world’s first fully ammonia-powered turbine
are essential for ensuring energy security.
This pragmatic, multifaceted collaboration
is a global model for translating diplomatic
success into concrete partnerships that
address the real-world energy challenges
of the 21st century.

Omar Al Braiki
NEP Expert

in Energy and
Renewables
(NEP 2.0)

SUMMARY TABLE:

Collaboration
Japan-UAE Coordination Scheme for
Advanced Technology (JU-CAT).

Start Date
January 2023

Key milestones
Dec 2023 — COP28 collaboration
April 2024 — 15-year LNG agreement.

Japanese Counterparts
MET]I, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mitsui

UAE Counterparts

Ministry of Industry and Advanced
Technology, ADNOC, Ministry of
Climate Change and Environment

Key Objectives

Connects Japanese clean technology
startups with UAE investors, new
initiatives target the intersection of
energy and digital technologies.
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Jebel Hafeet
Tombs, Al Ain, UAE

Honoring Heritage: Japan—-UAE
Cultural and Archaeological

Exchange

Japan and the UAE unite through

cultural cooperation.

The shared cultural and archaeological
legacy between Japan and the UAE is
deeply-rooted and continues to evolve.
What began in 2006, when Japanese and
Emirati archaeologists collaborated to
excavate ancient sites, has amplified into
a comprehensive framework that bridges
heritage with cutting-edge innovation.

Showcasing Heritage Across Continents
This cultural partnership demonstrates
how two nations can unite in exploring
humanity’s shared heritage. The meticulous
work of Japanese and Emirati researchers,
at sites such as Masafi and Al Qariyah,
continues to reveal insights about ancient
civilizations that once flourished in the
Arabian Peninsula. This archaeological
collaboration has produced historic
results and represents a strong academic
cooperation between the UAE and Japan.

The Sharjah Archaeology Authority’s
exhibition, ‘Mleiha: An Arabian Kingdom on
the Silk Road’, at Japan’s Miho Museum, is
just one example. Attracting over 100,000
visitors between July and December
2024, the exhibition featured 160 rare
archaeological artifacts, including 40
national treasures, and showcased how
ancient trade routes connected East and
Middle East civilizations.

Celebrating Artistic Excellence

Celebrating over half a century of cultural
diplomacy between the two nations, this
partnership continues to strengthen. As
a mark of this long-standing friendship,
Japan was the Guest Country of Honor at

the Abu Dhabi Festival that took place in
February, 2025, featuring a celebration of
Japanese artistry, including the New Japan
Philharmonic Orchestra under Maestro
Yutaka Sado, the renowned Kodo Taiko
ensemble, and celebrated percussionist
Kuniko Kato.

These collaborations reflect a broader
ambition to sustain vibrant cross-cultural
ties and to promote dialogue through the
arts, heritage, and scholarship.

Strengthening Cultural Exchanges
Exhibitions and festivals serve as vital
platforms for meaningful cultural exchange
and knowledge development, enriching
mutual cultural understanding and further
reinforcing the long-standing partnership
between the two nations. The success of
the collaboration lies in a comprehensive
approach that spans diverse forms of
partnership, from ancient site excavations
to contemporary festival celebrations.

Key goals under this

collaboration include:

— Supporting archaeological cooperation
and research in historic UAE sites.

— Presenting curated exhibitions
across both nations to bridge
public understanding.

— Elevating Japan’s cultural
contributions by honoring them
at flagship UAE festivals.

— Strengthening cultural exchanges via
publications, heritage showcases,
performances, and artistic dialogues.

Waheeda
Alhadhrami

~ W Consultant
- . | (NEP3.0)

By fostering both historical exploration and
modern cultural exchange, Japan and the
UAE are building an enduring partnership
that honors the past while inspiring future
generations and creating lasting bridges of
knowledge, creativity, and shared heritage.

SUMMARY TABLE:

Collaboration
Cultural and archeological exchange

Key Milestones

2006 - Archaeological collaboration
begins in Fujairah.

2018 — Japan guest of honour at the
Sharjah International Book Fair.

2022 — Marks the 50th anniversary of
the establishment of diplomatic relations
between the UAE and Japan.

2024 - ‘Mleiha: An Arabian Kingdom on
the Silk Road’ exhibition in Japan.

2025 - Japan designated Guest Country
of Honor at Abu Dhabi Festival.

Key Objectives

— Support archaeological cooperation
and research in historic UAE sites.

— Present curated exhibitions
across both countries.

— Elevate Japan’s cultural contributions
through Guest of Honor designation.

— Strengthen cultural exchanges via
publications, heritage showcases,
performances, and artistic dialogues.

(5,000 years old)

Creative Industries
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Shaping Tomorrow, Today: The

UAE and Japan’s Framework for

Al and Talent

The Japan-UAE Innovation Partnership
driving breakthrough collaboration in human
capital and artificial intelligence.

Japan and the UAE stand at the forefront
of a global Al transformation. Driven by
an ambitious national Al strategy and the
world’s first Ministry of Artificial Intelligence,
the UAE is rapidly evolving into a leading
hub for cutting-edge technologies, while
Japan excels in merging precision and
reliability with advanced innovation.

Joining forces in July 2023, the Japan-UAE
Innovation Partnership (JUIP) is driving
breakthrough collaboration in human
capital and Al.

Building Human Capital for the Future

The JUIP framework links Japan and the
UAE in advancing technology, energy
security, and workforce readiness. Its
human resources pillar builds talent
pipelines and supports startups. Guided by
H.H. Sheikh Tahnoon bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
the UAE drives Al progress through G42 and
the Abu Dhabi Digital Strategy 2025-2027,
setting a benchmark for Al governance.

Al Innovation Takes Center Stage

In May 2025, Japanese company AVITA
joined the UAE’s NextGen FDI Initiative,
which accelerates global technology
firms’ entry into the region’s market.
AVITA’s avatar-driven solutions—
AVACOM for customer support, and
Ava Training for digital education within
businesses—leverage human-like Al to
bridge communication gaps and unlock
new learning opportunities. This not only
advances service quality but also ensures

Emirati professionals and businesses
benefit from world-class Al-driven training.

Empowering Bilateral Growth

Through JUIP, Japan’s technical leadership
powers the UAFE’s digital transformation,
while the UAE offers a springboard for
Japanese startups aiming at international
growth. Initiatives like NextGen FDI provide
streamlined licensing, visa support, and
accelerated banking services, creating
a fertile ground for entrepreneurial
exchange and global talent attraction. This
forward-thinking  partnership  positions
both countries as models for integrating
innovation with human-centered progress.

Tangible Impact

In particular, the integration of AVITA into
the UAE innovation ecosystem points
toward several tangible outcomes:

— Talent Development: Advanced
Al training tools will build a
skilled local workforce.

— Customer Experience: Avatar
platforms will revolutionize service
quality and accessibility.

— Investment in Future Skills: Human
resources to provide the foundation
for sustainable economic growth.

— Global Scaling: UAE to act as a
launchpad for Japanese startups in
search of new international markets.
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H.E. Dr. Abdulla Al
Shimmari
Executive Director,
National Workforce
Enablement Sector,
Department of
Government
Enablement -

Abu Dhabi

(NEP 3.0)

By bridging expertise in technology
with investment in people, JUIP ensures
that the growth of new industries goes
hand-in-hand with building future
talent—making innovation not just about
machines, but about human progress.

SUMMARY TABLE:

Collaboration
Japan-UAE Innovation
Partnership (JUIP)

Start Date
July 2023

7

Key Milestones

July 2023 - JUIP formalized during the
leaders’ summit in Abu Dhabi.

May 2025 - AVITA joins UAE

NextGen FDI Initiative.

Japanese Counterparts
AVITA, Japan’s foreign ministry;
Japanese startups

UAE Counterparts

UAE leadership (H.H. Sheikh
Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan);
Ministry of Economy (NextGen
FDI Initiative); Ministry of Industry
and Advanced Technology (JUIP
Energy & Industry Accelerator)

Key Objectives
Skills development; market
access; technology transfer.

)
7
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Moonshots of Cooperation:
How Japan and the UAE Are
Reaching Beyond Earth

The two nations are forging an
international partnership to accelerate
humanity’s journey into space.

Historically linked by trade, Japan and
the United Arab Emirates (UAE) are
now extending their partnership to the
very frontiers of space. Together, they
are forging new pathways in satellite
development, scientific exploration, and
planetary research—demonstrating how
cross-cultural cooperation can accelerate
progress.

A Strong History of Relations

The UAE and Japan’s longstanding
partnership has deepened significantly in
advanced industries, with space emerging
as a cornerstone of bilateral collaboration.
A Memorandum of Cooperation signed
in 2016 laid the foundation for long-term
engagement in space activities, opening
the door for joint missions, knowledge-
sharing, and innovation.

Space Collaboration Milestones

The UAE-Japan space partnership has
achieved several landmark milestones that
demonstrate both technological trust and
a shared vision for exploration. In 2018,
KhalifaSat, the first Earth observation
satellite fully designed and built by Emirati
engineers, was successfully launched
aboard a Japanese H-IIA rocket from the
Tanegashima Space Center.

In 2020, the partnership reached another
milestone with the Emirates Mars Mission—
Hope Probe, launched from Tanegashima
onadapanese H-IIArocket during the height
of the COVID-19 pandemic. The mission not

only established the UAE as the first Arab
nation to reach Mars, but also showcased
resilience and international collaboration
under challenging circumstances.

The cooperation has since extended to
the International Space Station, where
the UAE has utilized Japan’s Kibo module
to conduct scientific experiments. This
platform has enabled Emirati researchers
to contribute to global science in
microgravity and provided opportunities for
youth engagement. One notable example
is the Astrobee programming challenge, a
collaboration between JAXA and NASA, in
which students can demonstrate advanced
programming skills by controlling Astrobee,
a free-flying robot.

Looking ahead, the partnership is
advancing toward the Emirates Mission to
the Asteroid Belt (EMA). Japan will provide
the launch for this ambitious mission,
reinforcing its role as a trusted partner for
the UAE’s most complex space projects.

Deepening Strategic Ties

The UAE and Japan continue to expand
cooperation through structured dialogue
and joint initiatives. In December 2024, a
UAE-Japan Space Sector Joint Workshop
brought together nearly 200 stakeholders
from government and industry to exchange
perspectives. While platforms such as
the Abu Dhabi Space Debate, the United
Nations, the Dubai Airshow, Expo 2020
Dubai, and the upcoming Expo 2025 Osaka

Research, UAE
Space Agency
(NEP 3.0)

are further opportunities to strengthen ties
between the two nations.

The Space Economic Zones program
is another key initiative. By creating an
integrated business environment that
meets local and global needs, the initiative
enhances innovation, leverages space
technologies for commercial applications,
and contributes to building a diverse and
sustainable knowledge-based economy.

SUMMARY TABLE:

Collaboration
The UAE and Japan'’s joint
space exploration

Start Date
2016

Key Milestones
2016 — A Memorandum of Cooperation
was signed, laying the foundations for

long-term engagement in space activities.

2018 - KhalifaSat, Earth observation
satellite launched aboard Japanese
Rocket.

2020 — Emirates Mars Mission—Hope

Probe launched aboard Japanese Rocket.

Key Objectives

Advance space science and technology,
foster international collaboration,

and contribute to the future of space
exploration and interplanetary missions.

Abdulla Alshehhi
Head of Strategic
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Innovation Without Borders:

Japan and UAE Empower SMEs

Uniting innovation and entrepreneurship

for a sustainable tomorrow.

Japan and the UAE are entering a
powerful new chapter in their partnership
by spotlighting entrepreneurship, small
and medium enterprises (SMEs), and
innovation-driven growth.

Launched in 2023, the Japan-UAE
Coordination Scheme for Advanced
Technology (JU-CAT) has become a
cornerstone of innovation cooperation
between Japan’s Ministry of Economy,
Trade and Industry (METI) and the UAE’s
Ministry of Industry and Advanced
Technology (MolAT).

The Scheme is designed to mobilize Japan’s
most promising deep-tech startups and
connect them with investment, policy, and
industrial opportunities in the UAE. JU-CAT
focuses on advancing critical fields at the
heart of the global sustainability agenda.
These include clean energy, carbon capture
utilization and storage (CCUS), recycling
and circular economy solutions, advanced
water technologies, biotechnology, and ag-
tech. By positioning startups at the center
of bilateral collaboration, JU-CAT brings a
practical, results-driven dimension to the
broader Japan—-UAE strategic partnership.

Why SMEs Matter

For both Japan and the UAE, SMEs are more
than businesses—they are the engines of
long-term economic competitiveness. By
nurturing entrepreneurs, the partnership
aims to widen market access, foster
cross-border investment, and strengthen
emerging industries such as fintech,
clean energy, advanced manufacturing
and digital services. Support for startups,

funding opportunities and reduced barriers
for entry are all on the agenda, driving real
change for innovators at every level.

Shared Vision for Growth

The UAE'’s strategy positions entrepreneurs
at the center of its vision for a resilient
knowledge economy. Japan, with its
tradition of technological excellence and
global leadership in innovation, brings both
depth of expertise and opportunities for
collaboration. Together, the two nations
are building ecosystems that empower
businesses while promoting youth and
women-led enterprises as vital contributors
to international trade.

Shaping a Sustainable Future

The partnership also reflects a shared
commitment to sustainability and inclusive
growth. By encouraging SMEs to develop
fresh solutions for global challenges—such
as clean energy transitions and digital
transformation—the collaboration lays the
foundations for a more resilient future. For
young people, it opens new pathways for
international learning and exchange, while
for CEOs, it unlocks markets that fuel long-
term prosperity.

Looking Ahead

The UAE-Japan partnership is set to deliver
tangible results: stronger SME participation
in bilateral trade, innovation clusters,
incubators, and expanded collaboration in
the digital economy.

At the forefront of this effort are initiatives
like the visit headed by H.E. Alia bint
Abdulla Al Mazrouei, UAE Minister of State

Hassan Alnoon
CEO, Ghisha Al
(NEP 2.0)

for Entrepreneurship in 2024, who led a
high-level delegation to Japan signaling
a strong commitment from both nations
to deepen ties in digital transformation,
sustainability, and next-generation
economic opportunities.

By empowering today’s entrepreneurs
to solve tomorrow’s challenges, the two
nations are bridging markets and building
a shared future driven by innovation,
sustainability, and opportunity.

SUMMARY TABLE:

Collaboration
The Japan-UAE Coordination Scheme
for Advanced Technology (JU-CAT)

Entry into Force
2023

Japanese Counterparts
Ministry of Economy, Trade
and Industry (METI)

UAE Counterparts
Ministry of Industry and Advanced
Technology (MolAT)

Key Objectives

Mobilize Japan’s deep-tech startups
and connect them with investment,
policy, and industrial opportunities

in the UAE. Empower SMEs; expand
trade; foster incubators; support women
and youth; drive sustainability.
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This section features National Experts who have gone beyond
advancing their professional careers to establish their own
organizations. These ventures—spanning culture, technology,
sustainability, community development, and philanthropy—
reflect the UAE’s commitment to empowering experts to
translate knowledge into practice and to create platforms that
deliver tangible impact. By founding their own entities, these

. Alumni exemplify the essence of NEP: moving from technical
From EXpertlse expertise to leadership, innovation, and institution-building.

to Impact

The organizations they lead often sit at the intersection of national
priorities and global agendas, in areas where Japanese expertise
is especially strong. Each brings a unique portfolio of expertise
and skills—ranging from cutting-edge research and sustainable
solutions to advisory services and community-driven initiatives
grounded in the authentic Emirati culture. These Alumni are
positioned to add value as Emirati consultants and partners,

with ventures that provide services that meet global needs.
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SPECIAL HIGHLIGHTS

Hassan Alnoon

Hassan Alnoon is a deep-tech and security expert
with nearly two decades in the technology and
information security sectors. He leads Al-driven
strategies and was instrumental in developing a

next-gen communication app in the UAE. A graduate

of the National Experts Program and recipient
of the Tech Leader of the Year (Tech Innovation
Awards 2024), Hassan advocates for a deep-
tech ecosystem tailored to regional innovation.

Hassan Alnoon
CEO, Ghisha Al
(NEP 2.0)

Ghisha-

Ghisha Al is a Sovereign, Secure, and GPU-
Agnostic Al Control Center that provides
organizations with a secure platform for
deploying and managing Generative Al.
It addresses key challenges by ensuring
full privacy and data control (Sovereignty),
managing user interactions with LLMs
through robust access controls and
monitoring (Security & Governance), and
offering tools to optimize costs associated
with Al usage (Cost Management). lts GPU-
agnostic design provides flexibility for
various hardware vendors and air-gapped
deployments. For secure ecosystems.

Ghisha Al serves as a secure Al control
center for leading Japanese enterprises,
enabling them to leverage generative Al
with guaranteed data sovereignty, security,
and governance. Our platform is ideal
for air-gapped environments, protecting
valuable intellectual property and safely
boosting developer productivity offline.
We provide the control and peace of mind
needed for confident Al innovation.

Ghisha Al would like to partner with system
integrators, IT giants, and startups to
expand secure Al adoption. From proof-
of-concept projects in R&D to enterprise
integration. Ghisha providesthe governance
and sovereignty layer clients demand. For
startups, Ghisha enables co-deployment of
GenAl services in enterprise environments
through its Unified API and forthcoming
GenAl App Market, accelerating adoption
in Japan and the UAE.
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Dr. Saif Al Ameri
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Saif Al Ameri, PhD, has been captivated by
robotics since childhood—especially the question
of how electricity can produce intelligence. He
pursued a Bachelor’s in Electrical Engineering

at the American University in Dubai to explore
that very idea, gravitating toward digital image
processing, control systems, and embedded
programming. Those disciplines sharpened his
passion for designing algorithms that run on

real hardware with a clear purpose: deploying
intelligence to help people and protect the nation.

Graduating in 2013, Saif joined Emirates
Advanced Research and Technology
Holding (EARTH), where he helped develop
missile systems in Serbia while completing
a Master’s and PhD in Missile Guidance,
Navigation, and Control. To him, a missile is
a high-speed flying robot—an autonomous
system that distills sensing, decision-
making, and actuation under extreme
constraints. As a National Experts Program
(NEP) 2.0 alumnus, he paired technical
depth with national-strategy perspective,
becoming one of the UAE’s early pioneers
in missile guidance and control and
dedicating his work to strengthening
sovereign capabilities.

In 2019, Saif joined Halcon as Guidance
& Control Manager and is now Head of
Guidance & Control. He built the UAE’s
national missile G&C capability from the
ground up—recruiting experts, mentoring
young Emirati talent, and establishing the
facilities, tools, and processes needed

to deliver world-class systems. Looking
ahead to the UAE Centennial 2071, Saif’s
ambition is to see a UAE-led team set the
global benchmark in guidance and control.
Personally, he aspires to serve one day
as the UAE’s Minister of Robotics and
Intelligence, advancing the purposeful use
of Al and robotics to offload repetitive tasks,
raise quality of life, and keep the country
safe, prosperous, and future-ready.
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Dr. Saif Al Ameri
Head of Guidance
and Control,

Halcon

Founder, Seles F.Z.E.
(NEP 2.0)

Founded in the UAE by Saif Al Ameri,
PhD—an NEP 2.0 alumnus—Seles F.Z.E
designs tech-driven products that address
real community needs often overlooked
by larger tech companies. Its mission is
simple: build with purpose, for people.
The flagship project, “Bainy Wo Bainak -
Between Me and You,” is a culturally rooted
conversation-game app that strengthens
communication among partners and
friends through meaningful prompts and
challenges. Unlike generic titles, it reflects
local values, traditions, and beliefs, making
users feel respected and engaged.

Another innovation, “Shaer Al — Poet Al,”
revives Arab poetry traditions by enabling
poets to publish verses, host call-and-
response “poetry battles,” and access
Al-powered tools that teach classical
meters, rhyme, and craft refinement. With
Bainy Wo Bainak, Shaer Al, and more
projects in development, Seles F.Z.E is
building a portfolio of culturally grounded
technologies that enrich everyday life, while
seeking to connect with collaborators,
creators, and partners in Tokyo to scale its
impact.



66 BRIDGING FUTURES g‘j;igffs‘ E j—”““ BRIDGING FUTURES 67

Program mm Lol

SPECIAL HIGHLIGHTS

Mariam Almeraikhi

SPECIAL HIGHLIGHTS

Marwah Fadhel

0 i ikhi 0 0 0 0 0 M h Fadhel
As the co-founder and CEO of Ghame, Mariam R iy LY Marwah is a storyteller who specializes in crafting Project Manager, Abu
. .. . .. . . . . . Dhabi Media Offi
Almeraikhi is reshaping how creativity and business LT media narratives that resonate with audiences NEP4O)

intersect in the UAE. Ghame serves as a “creative
matchmaker,” connecting artists, musicians,
writers, and designers with organizations that value
innovation and fresh perspectives. By guiding talent
: e : X))
toward professional opportunities and exploring ittt
new income streams, Ghame empowers creatives
to transform passion into sustainable careers while

and align with brand goals. Her expertise lies in
conceptualizing and executing innovative content
that engages, informs, and inspires audiences.

thriving in flexible, modern work environments.

This mission reflects Almeraikhi’s vision of
positioning the UAE as a global hub for the
creative economy, where entrepreneurship
and authentic storytelling drive growth.
The consultancy work highlights the
importance of self-expression and cultural
leadership, while contributing to economic
diversification  through  private-sector
innovation in the arts and media.

Beyond her entrepreneurial role, Almeraikhi
advises on national initiatives such as
the Year of Sustainability’s storytelling
campaign and Year of Community Strategy.
She also develops films tackling social
issues, including a documentary on the
rights and workplace challenges of people
of determination. Her leadership extends
into sports as a board member of the UAE
Women’s Football Committee.

At its core, Ghame is a platform for creative
empowerment and cultural storytelling. Co-
founded by Mariam Almeraikhi, the studio
supports artists, musicians, writers, and
designers in transforming their passions
into professional careers. Acting as both a
connector and an innovator, Ghame links
creators with organizations seeking fresh
ideas, while also opening new avenues for
income and visibility through merchandise
and digital platforms.

Created by Emirati women during the UAE’s
Year of the 50th, Ghame embodies the
nation’s ambition to nurture self-expression
and creativity as drivers of future growth.
The studio highlights authentic Emirati
perspectives and contributes to the UAE’s
vision of becoming a global hub for cultural
and creative industries.

Established in the Year of the 50th by
Emirati women, Ghame is driven by a
passion for telling authentic ‘Emirati’ stories
through our diverse network in the creative
industries.

Website: www.ghame.ae

Socials main platforms (IG, TikTok) @
ghame.ae

Email: hala@ghame.ae

In her current role at Al Naliyah FZ LLC, and
Creative Media Authority (CMA), Marwah
spearheaded the creation of a production
house focused on promoting Emirati narratives
across diverse sectors in the UAE. Prior to her
current role, she gained experience in various
entities including the UAE and Abu Dhabi
governments, the private sector, and freelance
projects.

Marwah holds a Master of Arts in Strategic
Public Relations and a Bachelor of Science
in Tourism and Cultural Communications
from Zayed University’s College of Media
and Communications. Her professional
development achievements include
participation in the Think Tank: Advanced &
Multimodal Storytelling For Change at the
Centre for Strategic and International Studies
(CSIS); Advanced Media and Public Speaking
training with Deraya Speakers and the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs; Resilient Leadership Sprint
from IMD Business School for Management
and Leadership and Design Thinking from
Stanford University Graduate School of
Business.

Al Naliyah is a podcast production platform
dedicated to enriching the Emirati narrative,
strengthening its presence and influence
in the Arab and global media landscape.
We aspire to be a platform that creates
real impact and lasting value through
conversations that bring together diverse
knowledge and creativity, inspired by the
ideas and experiences of thought leaders
in the UAE community. Our values are
national identity, community connection,
creative empowerment, and proactivity.

Social media:

Instagram: @AINaliyah

X: @AINaliyah

YouTube: @AINaliyah
LinkedIn: @AINaliyah
TikTok: @AINaliyah
Spotify: @AINaliyah

Apple Podcast: @AINaliyah

Emails:
For commercial & collaboration:
info@alnaliyah.ae

For reaching out Founder:
Marwah@alnaliyah.ae
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H.E. Dr. Abdulla Al Shimmari

Innovative, entrepreneurial, and forward-thinking
leader harnessing the power of technology to
transform how human capital is managed in the
UAE and beyond. Through the strategic application
of data science and artificial intelligence (Al), he

has developed impactful solutions to close the
global skills gap, upskill the workforce, and help
organizations adapt to a rapidly evolving job market.

As Founder of Human Capital Management
System (HCMS.ai), Dr. Al Shimmari
oversees a suite of tools that help
organizations with talent recruitment,
upskilling, education, succession planning,
and other talent-management tasks. One
of his tools, for instance, recommends an
upskilling journey for professionals, while
another tool helps educational institutions
teach skills in accordance with job market
demands. HCMS.ai was born out of Dr. Al
Shimmari’s PhD research, which used data
science to analyze the supply and demand
of workforce skills in the UAE and GCC.

As Executive Director of the National
Workforce  Enablement Sector and
Mawaheb Talent Hub, Dr. Al Shimmari is
dedicated to addressing unemployment
and bridging the skills gap in Abu Dhabi
and across the region. Prior to his current
role at the Department of Government
Enablement (DGE), he founded Human
Capital Management Solutions (HCMS.
ai), a startup that provides Al-powered

tools for talent recruitment, upskilling,
education, succession planning, and more.
HCMS.ai was born from Dr. Al Shimmari’s
PhD research, which focused on analyzing
the supply and demand of workforce skills
in the UAE and GCC using data science
methodologies.

In addition to launching HCMS.ai, Dr. Al
Shimmari also founded RestHero.io, a
social commerce platform that enables
small businesses to sell via social media.
He is also a Board Member of the Arab
Youth Research Council and HCT Industry
Advisory Council. Previously, he led the
R&D team in the Engineering Department
at Abu Dhabi Police, and later served as
Senior Director of Al and Data Solutions at
Core42, a G42 company.

A highly respected academic researcher,
Dr. Al Shimmari holds a Bachelor of Science
in Electrical Engineering from the Higher
Colleges of Technology, a Master of Science

in Electrical Engineering and Computer
Science from the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology (MIT) and Masdar Institute
Cooperative Program (MIT & MICP), and a
PhD in Interdisciplinary Engineering from
the same program.
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BRIDGING FUTURES

HCMS analyzes the supply and demand
of skills across government, enterprises,
SMEs, and educational institutions to
empower talent with the right skill sets.
Using Data Science, Artificial Intelligence
(Al), Natural Language Processing (NLP),
and Machine Learning (ML), it provides
insights that help individuals perform better
in both jobs and education.
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H.E. Dr. Abdulla Al Shimmari
Executive Director, National

Workforce Enablement
Sector, Department of
Government Enablement -
Abu Dhabi
(NEP 3.0)

?

REST HERO o

The platform includes the region’s first
Al-based UAE HC Standardizations and
supports functions such as recruitment,
mobility, succession planning, and
upskilling.  With end-to-end tools for
talent intelligence and  Al-powered
recommendations, HCMS bridges the gap
between education and the job market.
Available in more than 25 languages, it
leverages data to track past skill shifts,
assess current behaviors, and anticipate
future needs.

RestHero.io is a social media commerce
platform that enables MSMEs to sell
directly on social media — hassle-free. It
connects merchants with reliable payment
gateways, as well as delivery and fulfillment
service providers within the region.
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